
ST GEORGE’S CATHOLIC SCHOOL

[image: image1.png]Lesson 11 know that Jesus went back to His Father (1)
Lesson 2 I know that Jesus sent His friend - the Holy Spirit
Lesson 3 I know that the Holy Spirit is our friend

Lesson 4 I know that Jesus' friends spread the Good News about
Him Lesson 4

Lesson 5 I know the parish Church is a special place

Lesson 6 I know our parish is a Family and Community



e-mail:office@stgeorgestaunton.uk                                                                    The Mount
                                                                                                                        TAUNTON
Tel:
01823 284130


                                                        Somerset

Fax:
01823 325946                                                                                                            TA1 3NR                                                                                                                                                   

Headteacher: Mrs Edwina McDonnell

25 April 2025
Dear Parents/carers
We hope that you enjoyed a peaceful and blessed Easter break. 

It is with great sadness that the world has learned of the death of Pope Francis. His message has had such an impact on so many of our pupils. His encyclicals Laudato Si and Fratelli Tutti are well known and acted upon by our school community. 
 
“Above all, he will be remembered for his love—for God, for the Church, and for every person.
As we commend him to the Lord, may we honour his memory by living the joy of the Gospel, walking with the poor, and keeping our hearts open to all.
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him. May he rest in peace. Amen.”
+Bosco
Bishop of Clifton
On Wednesday, he was in our prayers at our St George’s Day Mass. Yesterday, we held a whole school assembly to remember him. In school, we have a memorial set up in the hall for the children. We are encouraging them to take away the words ‘mercy’ and ‘service’ in his memory. This memorial will move to the school foyer next week so it can be shared with the wider community. If you would like to come into school to add a prayer to the memorial you would be very welcome. 

Some upcoming dates for the diary: 

May 8th Chaplains Commissioning Service 2:00 pm in St George’s Church 

May 14th Marian Processions in school and church (KS 1 1:45 pm, KS 2 2:45 pm) 

May 29th Ascension Day

June 8th Pentecost 

We continue to wish our First Holy Communion candidates all the best as they continue their commitment towards this special sacrament this term and we hope they enjoy their second retreat day on Saturday 26th April.  

Throughout May, a Rosary Club will be meeting on a Monday lunchtime. All children from Years 2 – 6 welcome. The club will meet in the RE room or in the Winter Prayer Garden area (weather dependent). 

Please see the newsletters for the full list of dates to the end of the term. 

We continue our Jubilee journey this year and our mission to achieve our Live Simply Award. The start of term Inset will have seen our staff visiting a synagogue to deepen their understanding and respect for other faiths and they will have completed a section of the St Boniface Way Pilgrimage. 

We will be undertaking our Disconnect to Reconnect day on May 16th and we will be making our Jubilee pledges on this day to mark the halfway point in this Year of Hope. 

https://assets.ctfassets.net/vy3axnuecuwj/3pVzIat4p0wIlayPk3KqCG/90c2ccdcc2565df2be14c4522e0f3a3a/Education_Jubilee_PledgeGuide.pdf
Year 6 will be launching into promoting Fair Trade this term and KS 1 will be making bug hotels, planting bee friendly seeds and preparing our Summer Prayer Garden for opening.  Please visit our school website to see regular updates on our Jubilee and Live Simply activities. 

https://www.st-georges-somerset.org.uk/web/the_live_simply_award_2025/703575
https://www.st-georges-somerset.org.uk/web/jublilee_year_of_hope_page/704241
This half term sees all our classes now following the new Religious Education Directory planning. The topic this half term is: To the Ends of the Earth. 

Below is a breakdown of lesson content for each year group. 

Reception: 
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Ideas for home: Talk about your child’s understanding of the Holy Spirit and discuss why the church is such a special place. 

Year 1: 

	Retell with increasing detail one of the following accounts: the Road to Emmaus (Lk 24:13-35), the Promise of the Spirit and the Ascension (Acts 1:1-11), Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4).

	Simply sequence the story of Jesus studied from earlier branches (as Luke does in Acts 1:1).


	Make simple connections between the mission of the Church and the mission of Jesus as he announced it at the beginning of Luke’s Gospel (Lk 4:16-19). 

	Recognise that Catholics celebrate the Ascension of Jesus and Pentecost on special days called holydays. 


Ideas for home: Read the story of the Road to Emmaus at home. Celebrate Ascension Day and read the Pentecost story together. 

Year 2: 

	Sequence the events from the Resurrection of Jesus to the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.

	Know that St Luke wrote a gospel containing an account of the life of Jesus and the Acts of the Apostles about the early Church.

	Retell the story of the Conversion of Saul (Acts 9:1-19).


	Recognise that the description of the fruits of the Spirit is taken from one of St Paul’s letters (Gal: 5:22).

	Recognise that Christians believe the Holy Spirit opens their heart to God, helping them to pray and develop habits of good behaviour towards themselves and other people.

	Name the fruits of the Holy Spirit and make simple links between the lives of some saints or holy people and how the fruits of the Holy Spirit were shown in their lives.


Ideas for home: Read some of the letters of St Paul. Use the Internet to research the Fruits of the Holy Spirit. There are some lovely songs which have been produced to teach children what they are. Actively look for the fruits in action in their daily lives. 

Year 3: 

	Make links between the Scripture sources (Lk 24:13-35 and Matt 28:16-20) and what happens at Mass.

	Use religious language to describe the Christian belief in the mystery of God as Trinity and describe some signs and symbols of the Holy Trinity (e.g., Jesus called the disciples to ‘make disciples of all nations’ in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Christians make the sign of the cross as a prayerful reminder of their baptism through the Holy Spirit to be children of God and participants in the Christian community).

	Know some of the prayers of the Catholic Church which express belief in the Trinity and the Holy Spirit, e.g., Glory Be, Come Holy Spirit.


	Recognise that Mary joins the disciples in prayer and make simple links with how Catholics ask for Mary’s prayers.

	Make connections with the life of the early Church and Catholics gathering for Mass today.

	Recall that we learn about the life of Jesus in the gospels, the work of the disciples in the Acts and learn that Paul wrote letters to the early Christian communities. Know that these are different ways of writing (literary forms).


Ideas for home: Learn the Glory Be and Come Holy Spirit together. Introduce your child to The Rosary. Talk about the Marian Procession which will be taking place in school on May 14th. Encourage your child to join the school’s Rosary Club in May. 

Years 4, 5 and 6: 

	
	

	I can describe the Resurrection account where Jesus met Peter on the shore of Lake Tiberias. 

	I can describe the Resurrection account where Jesus met Peter on the shore of Lake Tiberias and say how this is connected to the story of Peter’s denial. 
	I can describe the Resurrection account where Jesus met Peter on the shore of Lake Tiberias and say how this is connected to the story of Peter’s denial. I can suggest meaning for the story. 

	I can say the four key beliefs about the Catholic Church.
	I can correctly describe the four key beliefs about the Catholic Church, identifying their meaning.
	I can make links between the work of the Popes and bishops and the teaching of Jesus, giving examples and describing how the work helps fulfil Jesus’ mission.

	I can name two examples of how the Catholic Church carries on the work of Jesus. 
	I can describe in detail the work of at least one organisation we have studied which carries on the work of Jesus, making links with Jesus’ teaching. 
	I can reflect on the work of at least one organisation we have studied which carries on the work of Jesus and explain why I think this work is important.

	I know what the Apostles’ Creed is.
	I can choose a statement from the Creed and describe what this means, linking it to beliefs. 
	I can reflect on my own beliefs and how they might affect my actions.

	I can say, giving reasons, why I like or dislike some pictures showing Our Lady.
	I can say why I think it is important that Mary is shown in different ways from different races and countries. 
	I can say why I think it is important that Mary is shown in different ways from different races and countries and make connections with the prayer of Pope Francis.


Ideas for home: Research the work of Mary’s Meals, Missio or CAFOD. Learn the Apostles Creed together. Talk about the Marian Procession which will be taking place in school on May 14th. Encourage your child to join the school’s Rosary Club in May. 

If you wish to familiarise yourself with any of the prayers mentioned in the planning, please see our Prayer Page on our school website where our prayer progression is outlined and where you can see examples of the prayer booklet used in each class. 

https://www.st-georges-somerset.org.uk/web/prayer_/699539
After the May half term break, the final topic of the year will be Dialogue and Encounter. 

Wishing you a blessed half term ahead, 

The RE Leadership Team 

